griagestone/rirestone North American lire, LLC

N.A. Commercial Tire Sales Group

One Bridgestone Park

P.O. Box 140991

Nashville, Tennessee 37214-0991

Phone: (615) 391-0088

Fax MNo: (615) 231-3621
February 4, 2002

Jim Craig, EMS Director Div. of EMS
State Department of Health

P.O. Box 1700; 570 East Woodrow Wilson
lackson, MS 39215- 1700

Dear Mr. Craig,

Over the last twelve months, Bridgestone/Firestone has been contacting as many EMS
organizations as we can about the importance of maintaining their vehicles tire inflation.

In our surveys, we have found an unaceeptable percentage of ambulances with underinflated
tires. We also found conditions where the tire inflation could not be checked because of inaccessible
valves on dual rear wheel tires. The paramedics and ambulance operators have enough to begoncerned
with in their day-to-day activities than to be concerned with the performance of their tires.

Attached you will find Bridgestone/Firestone's recommended *Best Practices” to address these
concerns as well as a “Ready to Roll” brochure that we have been distributing to address these issues on
EMS vehicles.

We are requesting your assistance 1o bring these important issues 1o the attention of all vour
state’s operators. We can supply copies of these materials for your dissemination throughout your
organization; or if you prefer, you can supply a mailing list to us and we can direct mail the material to
YOur various locations.

This is a very important message and we are requesting your support and assistance to see that it
gets 1o the right people, and that they take the necessary steps to implement a good inflation maintenance
program.

Please contact John Miller at: 615-231-3460
Fax 615-231-366(0) -~
E-mail millerjohniecblusa .com
5 1L-q;,r+.‘.!y~fw
jgnlm Miller

Engineering Manager
Commercial Corporate Accounts

cC: Susan D. McHenry
EMS Specialist
Emergency Medical Services Division
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
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Bridgestone/Firestone North American Tire, LLC

MN.A. Commercial Tire Sales Group
One Bridgestone Park

P.O. Box 140991

Mashville, Tennessee 37214-0991
Phone: (615) 391-0088

Fax No: (615) 231-3621

Best Practice for Tire/Wheel Assembly of Dual Wheels

Background:

Objective:

Valves:

Extension Hoses:

For Ease of Air Inflation Maintenance

Adr carries the load, not the tire.

Dual wheel configurations are difficult, at best, to check for air pressure,
Wheel covers with small hand holes make checking the tire pressure more
difficult. In most cases, the only way to check the pressure is to pull the
wheel covers.

Configure a system, which will allow for easy and accurate checking of air
inflation pressure.

Ford and GM vehicles come with wheels that have rubber snap in
valves,

These valves have been found to become cocked and leak when used with
extension hoses. Recommend: replace the rubber snap in valves with
clamp in tubeless metal valves { Attachment #1).

To overcome the handicap of the small hand holes in most wheel covers,
the use of extension hoses are recommended. To minimize the potential
for damage to these hoses, those with stainless steel braided protective
covers would be preferred.

There are numerous ways the hose extensions can be secured on the
outside of the wheel:

1. Fastened under the lug nut (Attachment #2).

2. Mounting brackets attached to the aluminum wheel cover
(Attachment #3).
Clamped onto the rim.
. Spring or sheet metal brackets which attach to the hand hole.
The more secure the outside ends of the extension hose are, the better the
system will work. We strongly recommend either item 1 or 2 above to
achieve a secure attachment.
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Valve Caps:

In any operation, the valve cap is essential to protect the valve core and to
prevent foreign material { water, dirt, etc.) from getting into the assembly.
The disadvantage of most valve caps is that you must remove them to
check the air pressure and then, if you have not lost it, to put the cap back
on.

Note: Never use the plastic valve caps, as they do not have any internal
seals to prevent air loss or dirt and water migration into the valve needle.

The V2B inflate thru the valve cap is a double seal valve cap which
allows for pressure measurements directly without the need to remove and
replace it

{ Attachment #4).

Note: Most tire dealers and/or automotive part suppliers can assist you in obtaining these

COMponen Ls.

Any time you can make pressure checking simpler, you increase the likelihood that the checks
will be made and that your inflation maintenance program will be successful.

I hope that this information will be helpful 10 you as you specify the vehicle requirements on
units you are maintaining in your fleet.

It you have any further questions, Please contact me at: 615-231-3460 Phone

John E Miller
Engineering Manager

615-231-3660  Fax
millerjohn @bfusa.com

Commercial Corporate Accounts

February 4, 2002



Clamp In Metal Valve

Agahmen # |

AL liment 8.0

AlLachment ¥o

VALVE CAPS
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